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Background
Universal screening of pregnant women for hepatitis C (HCV)
has resulted in higher diagnosis rate during pregnancy.

Objective

This study was performed to better understand current 
management of women with HCV and their infants during 
pregnancy and postpartum in a South Australian context and 
identify opportunities for practice improvement. 

Methods

A retrospective descriptive case record audit of HCV-positive
women receiving antenatal & postnatal care at 3 tertiary referral
hospitals in Adelaide, SA.

Results - Women -

Results - clinical management

RANZCOG 
provides 
guidance on 
recommended 
practice 

Results - infant management

Incomplete referral practices of HCV+ women during 
pregnancy (55%), or incomplete provision of follow-up 
advice in discharge summaries (55%) leads to missed 
opportunities for health education, and future harm 
minimisation, including access to highly effective antiviral 
therapy. 

For discussion

We intend to 
START a quality 
improvement 
program to 
address the gaps 
that have been 
identified in our 
work to date
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